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Embattled 
Sessions 

more than 
perseveres 


While most eyes are on 
Russia, he’s reshaping 
the Justice Department 


BY MATT ZAPOTOSKY 
AND SARI HORWITZ 


For more than five hours, At- 
torney General Jeff Sessions satin 
a hearing room on Capitol Hill 
this month, fending off inquiries 
on Washington’s two favorite top- 
ics: President Trump and Russia. 

But legislators spent little time 
asking Sessions about the dra- 
matic and controversial changes 
in policy he has made since taking 
over the top law enforcement job 
in the United States nine months 
ago. 

From his crackdown on illegal 
immigration to his reversal of 
Obama administration policies 
on criminal justice and policing, 
Sessions is methodically reshap- 
ing the Justice Department to re- 
flect his nationalist ideology and 
hard-line views — moves drawing 
comparatively less public scruti- 
ny than the ongoing investiga- 
tions into whether the Trump 
campaign coordinated with the 
Kremlin. 

Sessions has implemented a 
new charging and sentencing pol- 
icy that calls for prosecutors to 
pursue the most serious charges 
possible, even if that might mean 
minority defendants face stiff, 
mandatory minimum penalties. 
He has defended the president’s 
travel ban and tried to strip fund- 
ing from cities with policies he 

SESSIONS CONTINUED ON A4 


Mueller as compliance officer 
Lobbyists are moving to disclose 
their work as foreign agents. A4 


Doug Jones 
needs black 


voters. Will 
they turn out? 


BY SEAN SULLIVAN 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA. — The Ensley 
Park Recreation Center was be- 
ginning to come to life. The song 
“Happy” and other upbeat tunes 
boomed 
through the 
loudspeakers. 
And a crowd 
was gathering 
for a chance to 
glimpse some- 
thing rarely 
seen in con- 
servative Ala- 


bama: a surg- Doug Jones 
ing Democratic (D) is surging 
candidate for in Alabama. 
US. Senate. 


But Donald Williams was skep- 
tical. 

The 75-year-old retired UPS 
worker had come to cheer on 
Democrat Doug Jones in a cam- 
paign that has captured national 
attention. Has it also generated 
energy in Alabama’s African 
American communities? 

“As of this day, I would say no,” 
said Williams, who is black. “And 
this is Doug Jones’s problem. He’s 
got to get out and get the voters 
energized.” 
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People tend to bodies following an attack on a mosque near the Egyptian town of Bir al-Abd. The assault began when a suicide bomber 
detonated his charge, after which gunmen fired on worshipers gathered for Friday prayers. ® For more photos, go to wapo.st/egypt1125. 


ANALYSIS 


Islamic State’s losses could make it more extreme 


BY GREG JAFFE 
AND JOBY WARRICK 


The brazen attack on worship- 
ers at an Egyptian mosque early 
Friday showed the ability of the 
Islamic State’s regional affiliates 
to inflict death and exact revenge 
for the loss of the group’s main 
enclaves in Iraq and Syria. 

There were no immediate 
claims of responsibility for the 
attack on the al-Rawda mosque in 
Egypt’s sparsely populated Sinai 
Peninsula, but there were many 
reasons to suspect that the Islam- 
ic State was responsible. 

The Egyptian affiliate, which 
consists of up to 1,000 members, 


in recent months has stepped up 
attacks on Egyptian soldiers and 
police in the region and laid siege 
to Coptic Christian churches. Be- 
fore Friday’s attack, the group was 
best known for its suspected role 
in the downing of Russia’s Metro- 
jet Flight 9268 in 2015, which 
killed 224 Russian tourists. 

The attack on Friday represent- 
ed a shocking escalation in the 
carnage, with Egyptian officials 
reporting 235 dead. It also repre- 


sented a new and risky kind of 


target for the Islamic State’s 
Egyptian affiliate. The Egyptian 
branch of the Islamic State ap- 
peared to be targeting fellow Sun- 
ni Muslim civilians at prayer. 


In the wake of the bloodshed, 
government officials and outside 
analysts were puzzling over the 
strategy behind the group’s latest 
horror. 

The Sinai chapter is only a part 
of a larger constellation of region- 
al affiliates, and its high-profile 
attack could be a sign of a broader 
power struggle to take up the 
Islamic State’s leadership mantle 
now that the group’s self-declared 
caliphate has been destroyed, in- 
telligence officials and terrorism 
experts said. Several local cells 
already have begun preparations 
to continue or even intensify their 
fight, analysts said. 
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Militants kill 255 at mosque in Egypt's Sinai 


SUFI MUSLIMS 
SLAIN AT WORSHIP 


Deadliest assault on 
civilians in decades 


BY HEBA FAROUK MAHFOUZ 
AND KAREEM FAHIM 


CAIRO — Militants set off a blast 
and gunned down fleeing wor- 
shipers at a packed mosque in 
Egypt’s northern Sinai Peninsula 
on Friday, killing at least 
235 people in the deadliest single 
assault on civilians by suspected 
Islamist extremists in Egypt’s 
recent history. 

There was no immediate claim 
of responsibility for the attack, 
which survivors described as a 
sophisticated, terrifying and un- 
precedented assault on a mosque 
that was frequented by Sufi Mus- 
lims: an attack planned, it ap- 
peared, to ensure that none of 
the worshipers survived. 

Egyptian security forces have 
struggled for years against an 
Islamic State affiliate based in the 
Sinai Peninsula that has killed 
hundreds of police and military 
personnel in an insurgency 
against the government of Presi- 
dent Abdel Fatah al-Sissi. The 
government has worked to keep 
that war in the shadows, pre- 
venting journalists from access- 
ing Sinai or the towns there that 
have become battlegrounds, 
amid frequent reports of militant 
atrocities and heavy-handed tac- 
tics by the army. 

But the dangers of the conflict 
were impossible to conceal Fri- 
day, as the rising death toll was 
announced in grim updates on 
state television and Egyptians 
mourned the largest loss of life 
from a militant attack in dec- 
ades. It surpassed the number of 
dead in the downing of a Russian 
airliner over Sinai in 2015 that 
killed 224 and was claimed by 
Islamic State-linked militants. 

As condolence calls poured in 
from world leaders, Sissi spoke 
on television, vowing that 
Egypt’s armed forces would re- 
spond with “brute force.” 

“We cannot be intimidated,” 
he said. “Our will cannot be 
broken.” 

After the attack, Egypt’s mili- 
tary carried out airstrikes in 
northern Sinai concentrated in 
mountainous areas around the 
mosque, according to the Reu- 
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On Black Friday, more options but fewer shoppers 

People hunt for bargains at Tysons Corner Center in Fairfax County, Va. To counter the trend 
toward online shopping, the mall offered new experiences and lower prices to get people through 
the doors. But shoppers still noticed smaller-than-usual post-Thanksgiving crowds. Story, A13 


Revised guidance on HIV 
proves life-transforming 


BY LENNY BERNSTEIN 


Last year, Chris Kimmenez 
and his wife asked their doctors a 
simple question. Could Chris, 
who has been HIV positive since 
1989 but keeps the virus in check 
through medication, transmit it 
sexually to Paula? 

They were pretty sure they 
knew the answer. Married for 
more than 30 years, they had not 
always practiced safe sex, but 
Paula showed no signs of having 
the virus. 

Their physicians were less cer- 
tain. “They had a conversation, 
and they did some research on 
it? Kimmenez said. “They came 
back to us and said there may 
still be a risk, but we’re comfort- 
able enough” that unprotected 
sex is safe. 

“We knew that all along,” said 
Kimmenez, 56, who works with 
ex-offenders in Philadelphia. 

Simple acknowledgments like 
that one, spoken quietly in the 


privacy of doctors’ offices, mark 
the arrival of a historic moment 
in the history of HIV: Medical 
authorities are publicly agreeing 
that people with undetectable 
viral loads cannot transmit the 
virus that causes AIDS. 

The policy change has pro- 
found implications for the way 
people view HIV. The change 
promises not just unprotected 
sex for couples like Kimmenez 
and his wife, but also reduced 
stigma for the 1.2 million Ameri- 
cans living with HIV. The policy 
change also offers the hope that 
more people will be tested and 
begin treatment if they are found 
to have the virus rather than live 
in denial. 

“There was something in me 
that said Pm damaged and I 
made a mistake, and people see it 
and I’m a danger,” said Mark S. 
King, 56, a writer and activist 
who tested positive for HIV in 
1985. But now, treatment has 
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<< Visions of America 
Whether from Allentown or 
Antwerp, these designers are 
redefining U.S. fashion. Also, 
the case for luxury: Many of 
us scorn it. We should try 
celebrating it. Magazine 


A cyclist’s dream At the Giro 
d'Italia — the Tour of Italy — 
amateurs get to pedal on the 
Passo dello Stelvio the same 
day as the pros. Travel 
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<< Unsinkable after all 
Twenty years after it hit 
movie theaters and shattered 
records, “Titanic” sails on in 
the imaginations of its 
devoted fans — and its 
passionate detractors. 

Arts & Style 


DEATHS 

Bittersweet brilliance 
Washington singer-songwriter 
Tommy Keene, a master of 1980s 
power pop, never hit it big. Here’s 
why he’s still one of the greats. 
Appreciation, C1; Obituary, B4 


STYLE 

Memoir of a matriarch 
“Blackish” star Jenifer Lewis played 
the mom, aunt or grandmother of 
everyone from Will Smith to Tupac 
Shakur, earning the moniker “the 
Mother of Black Hollywood.” C1 
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